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The Russo-Japanese War (1904-5) brought into prominence
the chemical industries, whilst during the great European Wai
all Japanese industries were stimulated into great activity and
reached a state of amazing prosperity, Japanese goods obtaining
a firm hold on all Eastern markets. In the first instance a
slavish imitator of Western ideas, Japan has long since shown
her own creative genius in the field of industry and can nc
longer be regarded as an imitator. The appalling disaster ol
1923 very seriously dislocated Japan's industry and trade;
Yokohama silk mercers migrated temporarily to Kobe an<3
Osaka and conditions in 1924-26 cannot be regarded as normal
In 1921, at the height of the post-war boom, there were 87,39?
factories in Japan with more than five operatives, 71,321 bein^
run by motive power, the remainder by manual power. Em-
ployees, amongst whom women outnumbered men, totallec
nearly 1,700,000. There was a great decline in the years whicl
followed, but in 1926 numbers had recovered to 51,906 factories
with 1,875,000 employees. From that time to the present
despite the great world depression, there lias been a steadj
increase in the number of factories (only 15 per cent, are nov
run by manual power) and an increase in output but a drop ii
the number of employees.
Hydro-electric Power. In a mountainous country such a!
Japan, with a good rainfall and numerous swift streams anc
at the same time a country deficient in coal, it is not surprising
that extensive use should have been made of water-powei
resources. The development dates from 1891 and the war witl
China in 1894-95 acted as a spur. Researches conducted b]
the Government (1923) estimate the total power which can b<
developed at 6,415,000 h.p. in drought, 14,093,000 h.p. a
normal level, and the yearly average, 11,933,000 h.p. Th<
electrical undertakings in operation at the end of 1924 numberec
4,472, developing 2,230,000 kilowatts, of which 1,470,000 kw
represented water-power. By 1933 this had increased to 67,401
developing 5,000,000 kw., of which 3,110,000 kw. representec
water-power. In addition, many large schemes were in cours<
of construction. There are thus, theoretically, immense reserve
of power awaiting development. Of rivers draining to the Japai
Sea the following are the most important : Shinano, Akan<
(each capable of developing over half a million horse-power)
Jintsu, Kurobe, Sho, Mogami, Hime, Kuzuryu, Joganji an<
Tetori. Of those draining into the Pacific Ocean, the Kiso
Tenryu (both over 500,000 h.p.), Fuji, Tone, Oh-i, Kitakami
Abukuma and Kino are the chief- It will be noted that thes
rivers are all conveniently situated for the chief power-usinj